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Joel Mesler, Rabbi with crimson kippah, 2023. 

CULTURED: Did anyone stand up? 

Mesler: No, not fucking one. But I'm gonna keep saying it. When I do my talk at the 

ADAA, I'm gonna say it again. 

CULTURED: How does this new series that you're showing with Cheim & Read at 

ADAA, "More Jews And Other Stories," grow from the original series of rabbi 

paintings? 

Mesler: These paintings are so much better than when I look back at the paintings in the 

Cheim & Read show. I see how na·1"ve I was, literally in the mixing of paint, and how I 

defined certain features. I actually feel like these are successful paintings. In a perfect 

world, I'll look back at these in a year and be like, "Oh, those were na·i've." 
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